Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Malawi and the International Crops Research Institute for Semi-Arid Tropics by International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics
AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT 
O F  THE REPUBLIC O F  MALAWI AND THE 
INTERNATIONAL CROPS RESEARCH INSTITUTE FOR THE 
SEMI-ARID TROPICS (ICRISAT) 
PREAMBLE 
The Government of the Republic of Malawi (the Government) and 
the International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics 
(ICRISAT); 
Noting the establishment of the Consultative Group for 
International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) under the patronage 
of the UNDP, F A 0  and World Bank and the creation of ICRISAT by 
CGIAR in 1972 as an international non-profit research, educational, 
development and training institute with headquarters in Patancheru 
(near Hyderabad), India; 
In view of the common aim of the 13 International Agricultural 
Research Centers established by the Consultative Group for Inter- 
national Agricultural Research which is “to help the developing 
&countries to gain self-sufficiency in food and to improve 
standards of living of their populations by a common efforts, on 
a world-wide basis, through research designed to increase the 
production of food crops and the training scientists and 
technicians of developing countries”; 
In view of the specific objectives of ICRISAT which are specified 
in Article I; 
Recognizing the prominent role of the Government in the develop- 
ment and implementation of Agricultural Research and Training; 
Recognizing further the initiatives of the Southern African 
Development Coordinating Conference (SADCC) in this regard: 
Being aware of the decision of the Council of Ministers of 
SADCC at its meeting in Blantyre, Malawi, 9-13 September, 1985 
approving the recommendations of the Consultative Technical 
Committee for Agricultural Research of SADCC to transform the 
existing IDRC/ICRISAT Regional Grain Legume Improvement Program 
(GLIP) ; 
Being aware further of the decision aforesaid to locate the 
Groundnut component of GLIP in Malawi; 
Being further aware of the location of the Center for the 
Regional Sorghum and Millet Improvement Program (RSMIP) for 
Southern Africa (SADCC Countries) in Zimbabwe; 
Noting the willingness of donors to provide funds for the 
Groundnut component of GLIP to be located in Malawi; 
Realising the necessity of concluding an agreement that will 
cover present and future programs of SADCC/ICRISAT Groundnut 
component of GLIP located in Malawi; and specifica ly the duties 
and commitments of both parties with particular regard to more 
efficient cooperation: 
Realising further the necessity of concluding a general agreement 
that will cover present and future programs of ICRISAT in 
accordance with its mandated objectives in relation to countries 
in the region; 
Concerned to ensure the functioning of ICRISAT's services so that 
the aforesaid objectives can be attained; 
The Government and ICRISAT have agreed as follows: 
ARTICLE I 
OBJECTIVES 
(a) To serve as a world center for the improvement of grain 
yield and quality of sorghum, millet, chickpea, pigeonpea, 
and groundnut and to act as a world repository for the genetic 
resources of these crops, 
(b) To develop improved farming systems that will help to 
increase and stabilize agricultural production through more 
effective use of natural and human resources in the seasonally 
dry semi-arid tropics, 
(c) To identify constraints to agricultural development in the 
semi-arid tropics and evaluate means of alleviating them 
through technological and institutional changes, 
(d) To assist in the development and transfer of technology to 
the farmer through cooperation with national and regional 
research programs, and by sponsoring'workshops and 
conferences, operating training programs, and assisting 
extension activities. I 
I 
ARTICLE 2 
THE RESEARCH PROGRAM 
ICRISAT shall undertake research, development and training 
programs from a regional eentral base in Malawi in cooperation with 
National Agricultural Research and Development Programs and 
Institutions of the Region for improvement of agricultural and 
food production in the Region. The programs shall have the 
following general objectives which may be restricted or enlarged 
after mutual examination and consent:- 
(a) the introduction, evaluation and adaptation of improved 
varieties or other genetic sources of groundnut including 
prompt screening of varieites in use of in testing programs 
in countries of th e region. To develop cultivars with 
high yields satisfying the needs and preferences of farmers 
from different parts of the region and resistant to damage 
caused by diseases and pests, and tolerant to major 
environmental stresses: 
(b) the collection and evaluation of genetic resources of 
groundnuts, the introduction of these resources into world 
collections, to assist with preservation and evaluation, and 
the distribution of promising material to other countries 
of the region; 
(c) the installation of regional and local tests to determine 
the range of adaptability of improved cultivars, as well as 
to establish scree'ning nurseries for disease, insect, weed 
and environmental stresses; 
(d) participation in the testing of improved systems for the 1 
I better utilization of soil, water, crops and human and other 
r e s o u r c e s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ;  
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(e) the training of scientists and agricultural research 
technicians from Malawi and from other countries of the 
region to broaden their knowledge and professional 
experience so that they may render greater service to their 
nations and to the region. 
ARTICLE 3 
OBLIGATIONS OF ICRISAT 
To achieve the aforesaid objectives and within the limits of its 
funds, personnel and other resources, ICRISAT shall:- 
(a) assign competent scientists, consultants and technicians to 
Malawi upon such terms and conditions as applicable to the 
various staff categories of ICRISAT; 
(b) organize periodic workshops, scientific conferences and 
seminars ; 
(c) publish and disseminate research results, jointly with 
scientists from Malawi and from other countries in the 
region where appropriate. If published individually 
credit shall be given to other participating scientists, 
countries and institutions; 
( d )  establish terms and conditions for employment of its locally 
recruited scientists, technicians and clerical, administra- 
tive and operative support personnel that approximate to 
the accepted norms of the host country with such modifica- 
tions as may be necessary to assure availability of wqll- 
qualified staff and a high quality of performance; 
(e) assist the Government and countries of the region in 
improving programs to introduce, evaluate and utilize 
improved cultivars of groundnut for use by the farmers of 
the region; 
( f )  provide to the Government and countries of the region ready 
access to its genetic resources, seeds, selected lines and 
other genetic materials; 
(9) provide opportunities for training at ICRISAT (Hyderabad) 
and elsewhere for selected scientists and technicians; 
(h) undertake such other activities as may be found necessary 
to the furtherance of the aforesaid objectives; and 
(i) cooperate at all times with the appropriate authorities of 
the Government to facilitate the proper administration of 
justice, secure the observance of police regulations, and 
prevent the occurence of any abuse in connection with the 
privileges, immunities and facilities mentioned in Article 
4 .  
ARTICLE 4 
0 
OBLIGATIONS OF THE GOVERNMENT 
For the effective conduct of the programs envisaged and full 
realization of benefits to countries of the region, the Government, 
subject to its relevant laws and regulations, will:- 
(a) grant ICRISAT the right to contract and to acquire, hold, 
and dispose of immovable and moveable property; 
(b) provide ICRISAT immunity from requisition, confiscation, 
expropriation, or other forms of interefence; 
(c) allow ICRISAT the freedom to open and maintain accounts in 
one or more banks and to transfer its funds to or from one 
country to another or within the country and to convert its 
funds into any other currency in discharge of its research 
and training activities; 
(d) provide ICRISAT exemption from all direct taxes. It is 
understood, however, that ICRISAT shall not claim exemption 
from taxes which are, in fact, no more than charges for 
public utility services; 
(e) grant ICRISAT exemption from customs duties on imports in 
respect of articles, equipment, vehicles and other materials 
imported by ICRISAT for its official use and necessary for 
the implementation or completion of projects identified in 
terms of this Agreement; 
. 
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(f) allow ICRISAT freedom from restrictions on the exchange and 
transport of seeds, and other genetic materials within and 
outside the country, in accordance with appropriate 
quarantine regulations; 
( g )  allow all necessary movement of ICRISAT staff and consulta- 
nts in and out of Malawi as often as may be necessary: 
(h) assure and safeguard the interests and security of all 
internationally-recruited officials of ICRISAT staff and 
give them, their spouses, and their dependent relatives 
(1) adequate repatriation aid and facilities in times of 
crises and ( 2 )  exemption from taxation on the salaries and 
emoluments paid to them by ICRISAT; 
(i) will continue to safeguard in relation to ICRISAT locally 
recruited staff the terms and conditions of their employment 
to an extent no less favourable than that extended to UNDP 
locally recruited personnel in Malawi; 
( ] I  grant ICRISAT expatriate personnel duty free importation of 
their household and personal effects owned or ordered prior 
to their arrival and imported within six months of their 
arrival or with such further period as the Controller of 
Customs and Excise may allow and are not intended for sale 
or disposal. This may include one motor vehicle whether 
new or used. As an alternative to importing a motor vehicle 
duty free the personnel may within three months of their 
first arrival in Malawi purchase - one motor vehicle locally 
exbonded stocks. The personnel may not use both means of 
acquiring a motor vehicle duty free. No duty will be 
refunded on motor vehicles purchased from duty-paid stocks: 
(k) issue of permits for the required residence and free 
movement within and outside Malawi for ICRISAT staff 
members and their families; and 
(1) provide suitable types and amounts of land and irrigation 
water rights, and access to electric power as needed at 
established Government research locations for the develop- 
ment of the research field sites and construction of office, I 
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laboratory, support buildings and housing facilities that 
are required for the research center and off-center test 
sites as specified in the work and funding agreements for 
this research project. 
ARTICLE 5 
RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHER SIMILAR PROGRAMS 
The provisions of Articles 2, 3 and 4 will apply mutatis mutandis 
to facilitate the execution of the SADCC/ICRISAT Regional Sorghum 
and Millet Improvement Program referred to in the Preamble of 
this Agreement and such other program as ICRISAT may be required 
to execute in terms of its mandate. 
ARTICLE 6 
ENTRY INTO FORCE 
This Agreement shall enter into force upon signature. 
ARTICLE 7 
AMENDMENTS 
The Agreement may be amended or revised if both parties agree. 
Any amendments or revision shall come into force upon signature. 
ARTICLE 8 
SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES 
Disputes relating to the interpretation or implementation of the 
Agreement shall be resolved by negotiation between the two 
parties. 
ARTICLE 9 
TERMINATION AND DISPOSITION OF ASSETS 
1. This Agreement may be terminated by mutual agreement or on 
180 days of notice given by one party to the other. ICRISAT 
will be allowed at least  6 months to arrange for its 
- - 
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departure 
2. Upon such 
subsequent to the da-e of termination. 
termination, all fixed capital assets of the 
Program shall vest in the Government. The disposition of 
all other assets shall be regulated by decisions of the 
Governing Board of ICRISAT. 
ARTICLE .10 
GOVERNING LAW 
This Agreement shall be governed by the Laws of Malawi. 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF the authorized representatives have signed 
this Agreement. 
’ . --I . .- I (:- 
/ ---- 1- -- 
I-- 
For the Government of Malawi 
DATE: 10 AUGUST 1987 
Research Institute for the 
Semi-Arid Tropics 
/ 
DATE: 10 AUGUST 1987 
